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Community Information

Chitina (CHIT-nuh or CHIH-tee-nuh), population 116, is on the west bank of the Copper River at
its confluence with the Chitina River, at mile 34 of the Edgerton Highway, 53 miles southeast of
Copper Center, and 66 miles southeast of Glennallen. It is outside the western boundary of the
Wrangell-Saint Elias National Park and Preserve. The community is unincorporated in the
unorganized borough.

Description of Erosion Problem

Based on the community survey, erosion problems in Chitina are mainly from surface runoff and
glacier-fed streams that periodically overflow following heavy rains and during spring runoff.
One of the primary streams eroding is 5-Mile Creek, which is near the airport, RV park, the
village clinic, and the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
building. Stream flooding and erosion impacted large area in 2006, but erosion is not regularly
tracked or measured.

According to the community survey, Chitina is not adversely affected by erosion associated the
Copper River or Chitina River, which are adjacent to the community, or from the nearby Kotsina
River.

Potential Damages

The heavy spring runoff and a heavy rainy season during October and November of 2006, washed
out several locations along the Edgerton Highway leading into Chitina. The roads are maintained
by DOT&PF and no repair costs were provided in the community survey. The RV park moved
several buildings to avoid flooding of 5-Mile Creek. Several fish wheels are routinely lost along
the floodplain. No potential erosion damages were identified by the Chitina village council
natural resources director.

Photos and Diagrams
Photos from the National Park Service, Wrangell-Saint. Elias National Park website are attached.
Also attached is a diagram of the Chitina community.
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Additional Information

This information paper, as well as those for other communities, can be accessed on the internet at
www.alaskaerosion.com. For more information please contact the Corps of Engineers, project
manager at (907) 753-5694 or email Alaska.Erosion.POA@usace.army.mil




Photo 1: Fed by glaciers, the Chitina River is a classic Photo 2: Fish wheels on the Copper River near Chitina. National
example of a braided river; National Park Service photo, Park Service photo, No photo date available.

No photo date available.
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Photo 3: Aerial view of hitina; National Park Service photo,
No photo date available.
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